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Nahw exercises

Six short drills for beginners in Arabic grammar: sentence types, mubtada’ and khabar, verb—doer—object,

prepositions and case endings. Answer key on page 3.

1 Nominal or verbal?
A sentence that starts with a noun is nominal (ismiyyah); one that starts with a verb is verbal (fi‘liyyah). Write

N or V.
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2 Find the mubtada’ and the khabar

The mubtada’ is what we talk about; the khabar is what we say about it.
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3 Verb, doer and object

Split each sentence into its verb (fi'l), doer (fa‘il) and object (maf‘ll bihi).
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4 Choose the preposition culiall =l By pis|
Use each word from the bank once. Notice the noun after it ends in a kasrah.
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5 Add the right ending , dalsl 51 Sle dunliall dSy=dl 20

Write the right vowel on the last letter of the underlined word: damma < (raf), fatha

- (nasb) or kasra < (jarr).
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6 Parse the sentence (i‘rab) du3l dlasdl oyei

Say what each word is, its case, and the sign of its case.
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7 Your turn EYS
Write one nominal and one verbal sentence of your own, about your family or your day. Answers will vary — ask your
teacher to check them.
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Answer key — for parents and teachers.
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Note: ¢ becomes (s before JI to avoid two sukoons — ;,.3.:5\ e With
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